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SUBJECT: EXCHANGES: AFS AND AMERICANS ABROAD PROGRAM 

1. MISSION HAS BEEN INFORMED BY GOA THAT IT NO LONGER WISHES 
PARTICIPATE IN AFS/A PROGRAM. THIS DECISION HAS BEEN DISCUSSED 

AT LENGTH BY THE AMBASSADOR AND THE PAO WITH THE DEPUTY MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION. 

2. BOTH MFA AND MINED GAVE AS GOA REASON FOR CANCELLING AFGHAN 
PARTICIPATION IN PROGRAM DIFFICULTY OF YOUNG PARTICIPANTS 
READAPTING INTO SCHOOL AND HOME SITUATION UPON RETURN TO 
AFGHANISTAN. EXTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS ON THIS SUBJECT INDICATE 
THIS GOA DECISION AND NOT WHIM OF ANY INDIVIDUAL. 

3. CANCELLATION AFGHAN PARTICIPATION DOES NOT APPARENTLY AFFECT 
CURRENT AFGHAN GRANTEES IN U.S. BUT AMERICAN ABROAD PROGRAM IN 
AFGHANISTAN THIS SUMMER SEEMS HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

4. GOA HAS NOT RULED OUT POSSIBILITY REVERSING THIS DECISION AT 
SOME POINT IN FUTURE, BUT NOT EARLY ENOUGH TO EFFECT 74-75 
EXCHANGE. 

5. REQUEST STATE CONVEY SUBSTANCE ABOVE TO LURIE, AFS, NEW YORK. 
ELIOT 
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